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McCain to miss vote on tax overhaul 


Senator returned to Arizona after being hospitalized 


Dan Nowicki and Uriel J. Garcia 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Sen. John McCain, after being hospi- 
talized last week, has returned to Arizo- 
na for rehabilitation, his office said late 
Sunday, capping a weekend of specula- 
tion about his health and intentions to 
vote on a sweeping tax-code overhaul in 
Congress. 

News reports and a tweet from his 
daughter, Meghan McCain, indicated he 


would stay in Arizona through the holi- 
days, likely meaning he would not be 
present for the vote expected this week. 

McCain, 81 and suffering from a 
deadly form of brain cancer, had been 
hospitalized since Wednesday at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center 
in Bethesda, Md., for what his office de- 
scribed as “normal side effects of his on- 
going cancer therapy.” 

His office’s release included a state- 


See MCCAIN, Page 10A 


More inside 


GOP says have enough 
votes for tax bill. 9A 


Cindy McCain watches 
her husband, Sen. John 
McCain, as he meets 
with the editorial board 
of the Arizona Republic 
in downtown Phoenix on 
Aug. 3. 
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This office 
complex pays 
less in taxes 
than you do 


You're driving on the Loop 202 to- 
ward Tempe and there they are, five 
sparkling glass-and-steel buildings 
nestled along Tempe Town Lake. 

The complex, which houses the re- 
gional headquarters for State Farm In- 
surance, sold earlier this month for 
$928 million. It was the largest-ever 
commercial real estate sale in the met- 
ro market, according to Business Real 
Estate Weekly. 

So here’s a quick quiz. Who do you 
think pays more in property taxes? Is 
it: 


A. You, with your 1,800 to 3,000- 
square-foot house with a two- or 
three-car garage on a piece of land the 
size of a postage stamp. 

Or B. The owners of this 2 million- 
plus-square-foot office complex with 
8,300 parking spaces, housed in five 
buildings that range in height from 6 to 
17 stories on 20 acres of prime lakeside 
land. 

Clearly, the answer is obvious. Yep, 
it’s you. 

I know this because Marina 
Heights, the state’s largest office de- 
velopment, pays no property taxes. 

Zero, zilch. Not so much as a single 
solitary cent. 

Arizona State University has hit 
upon a scheme that allows it to lease 
out its land for major commercial de- 
velopment while maintaining the 
land’s tax-exempt status — a deal that 
produces a bonanza of profits for pri- 
vate investors at the expense of tax- 
payers. 

It’s a great deal for the developers 
who built the complex then deeded it 
over to ASU in order to lease it back. 
They'll pay ASU a fraction of what they 
would have to pay if they had to put 
their development on the property tax 
rolls. 

It’s a great deal for ASU. The univer- 
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Logging gets a boost to 
reduce risk of wildfires 


Brandon Loomis 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WILLIAMS - There was never 
enough wood. 

Despite all the ponderosa pines 
clogging northern Arizona’s forests 
with fire hazards, and despite all the 
cries for the government to remove 
enough of those trees to restore natu- 
ral conditions, too few trucks dumped 
too few logs at a Williams sawmill after 
it opened in 2014. 

“We have lost millions of dollars 
here in three years,” said Rohit Tri- 
pathi, owner of Grand Canyon Forest 
Products, formerly Newpac Fibre. 
Twenty employees lacked the promise 
of steady, year-round work. 

The mill’s struggles reflect the U.S. 
Forest Service’s larger, lurching efforts 
to attract the private industry neces- 
sary to affordably thin pines that a 


See FORESTS, Page 9A 


Top: Mark Chamberlin, the general manager of the 
Grand Canyon Forest Products mill, stands in front 
of a pile of stacked logs. Above: This machine, used 
to cut down trees, works at the Chimney Springs 
forest restoration. THOMAS HAWTHORNE/THE REPUBLIC 


“We have lost millions of dollars here 


in three years.” 
Rohit Tripathi 


Owner, Grand Canyon Forest Products 
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Congress struggles to 


Arizona Cardinals t running back D.J. Foster chases 
his own fumble during the first half against the 
Washington Redskins in Landover, Md. on Sunday. 
The Cardinals lost 20-15. ALEX BRANDON/AP 


deal with allegations 


As claims of sexual harassment and misconduct 
mount on Capitol Hill, it may seem as if congres- 
sional leaders are flying by the seat of their pants. 
That’s because, for the most part, they are. 1B 


Be ready to bargain 


Your internet and TV bills include an expiration 
date, when whatever discounts you got for signing 
up go away. After that, it’s time to negotiate. 1A 


Weather 


High 68° X Low 45° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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